
 
 

 
                         
                                              

Highlights At-A-Glance 
FEDERAL – Legislative 
 
S. 5124/H.R. 9344 – Chaco Cultural Heritage Area 
Protection Act. On November 17, U.S. Senators  
Ben Ray Luján (D-NM) and Martin Heinrich (D-NM), 
and U.S. Representatives Teresa Leger Fernández 
(D-NM) and Melanie Stansbury (D-NM) introduced 
companion bills S. 5124 and H.R. 9344, called the 
Chaco Cultural Heritage Area Protection Act, “to 
protect Chaco Canyon and the greater landscape 
surrounding the Chaco Culture National Historical 
Park. This legislation will prevent future leasing and 
development of  oil, gas, and minerals on federal lands 
that are located within a 10-mile buf fer zone around 
the park. This proposed Chaco Protection Zone will 
preserve the ancestral sites and cultural patrimony 
within Chaco Canyon and the surrounding landscape.” 
Read more. As noted by Sen. Luján, “Recently, the 
Biden administration has moved forward with an 
Administrative Withdrawal of  the 10-mile buf fer 
zone. This legislation would provide urgently needed 
permanent protections by banning oil, gas, and 
mineral development on federal lands in the Greater 
Chaco Region. Additionally, this legislation would 
codify protections for private, state, and Tribal entities, 
including Navajo allottees, ensuring that existing rights 
are preserved as the area is protected.” Read more.  
 
Incoming House Natural Resources Committee 
Chair to Impact Biden’s Climate Change Agenda. 
With Republicans taking control of  the U.S. House of  
Representatives majority in January, incoming House 
Natural Resources Committee Chairman Rep. Bruce 
Westerman (R-AR) “outlined his priorities for a 
Republican-majority committee on a call with reporters 
[…] identifying potential areas of  bipartisan agreement 
but saying he did not believe climate change to be the 
House panel’s sole charge.” As reported by The Hill, 
Westerman, who will succeed Rep. Raúl Grijalva (D-

AZ) as Chairman, “suggested the committee would 
push back on Biden administration energy policies, 
particularly pertaining to fossil fuels, but named issues 
he saw as opportunities for bipartisanship as well.”  
One such area is reforms to environmental and energy 
permitting, such as pipeline inf rastructure, in which 
common ground could be found with Sen. Joe 
Manchin (D-WV) and other lawmakers. Throughout 
President Biden’s term, Rep. Westerman has been a 
vocal supporter of  traditional energy development and 
the need for greater domestic production. Read more.  
 
FEDERAL – Regulatory 
 
BLM Oil and Gas Lease Sales – Nevada; Utah. 
On November 21, the Bureau of  Land Management 
(BLM) announced, “In accordance with congressional 
direction in the Inf lation Reduction Act, the Bureau of  
Land Management is initiating 30-day scoping periods 
to receive public input on potential oil and gas lease 
sales on 35 parcels in Nevada totaling 63,603.89 
acres and 18 parcels in Utah totaling nearly 31,808 
acres.” The announcement also provides information 
on parcels that the BLM will analyze, as well as maps 
and instructions on how to comment. Read more. As 
reported by The Hill, “Under the updated regulations, 
minimum bids would be set at $10 per acre, a f ivefold 
increase f rom the previous minimum of  $2 per acre. 
This marks the f irst increase in the minimum in 35 
years. The sales will also ref lect updated royalty rates 
for oil and gas leasing, with minimum rates increasing 
f rom 12.5 percent to 16.7 percent. Meanwhile, while 
rental rates before the act were $1.50 per acre for f ive 
years and $2 per year thereaf ter, the new rates will 
increase to $3 per acre for the initial two years, $5 an 
acre for the third through eighth years and $15 in the 
ninth and tenth years.” Read more.  
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https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/5124?s=2&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/9344/text?r=1&s=1
https://www.santafenewmexican.com/news/local_news/new-mexico-lawmakers-introduce-bill-to-protect-chaco-canyon/article_58abf8b4-6699-11ed-9835-2b6dbb499c07.html
https://www.lujan.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/lujan-n-m-congressional-democrats-introduce-legislation-to-protect-chaco-canyon/
https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/3740777-incoming-gop-natural-resources-committee-chair-i-dont-want-to-get-boxed-in-solely-focusing-on-climate-change/
https://www.blm.gov/press-release/bureau-land-management-seeks-feedback-proposed-oil-and-gas-lease-sales-utah-and
https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/3745339-interior-department-announces-new-proposed-oil-and-gas-lease-sales-in-nevada-utah/


   

 
                      Governmental Affairs Weekly Report    November 28, 2022                                                                              Page 2 
 

BLM Information Collection; Measurement of Oil. 
On November 15, the Bureau of  Land Management 
(BLM) published a notice, Agency Information 
Collection Activities; Measurement of Oil (87 Fed. 
Reg. 68516). According to the BLM, this “collection 
of  information enables the BLM to ensure compliance 
with standards for the measurement of  oil produced 
f rom Federal and Indian (except Osage Tribe) leases 
and compliance with pertinent statutes.” The public 
comment period is open through January 16, 2023. 
Read more.  
 
BLM Information Collection; Measurement of Gas. 
On November 15, the Bureau of  Land Management 
(BLM) published a notice, Agency Information 
Collection Activities; Measurement of Gas (87 Fed. 
Reg. 68516). According to the notice, the “BLM is 
requesting renewal of  a control number that pertains 
to the accurate measurement and proper reporting  
of  all natural gas removed or sold f rom Federal and 
Indian leases, units, unit participating areas, and areas 
subject to communitization agreements.” The public 
comment period is open through January 16, 2023. 
Read more.  
 
BLM Information Collection; Oil and Gas Facilities. 
On November 15, the Bureau of  Land Management 
(BLM) published a notice, Agency Information 
Collection Activities; Oil and Gas Facility Site Security 
(87 Fed. Reg. 68517). According to the BLM,  
“this control number enables the Bureau of  Land 
Management (BLM) to collect information about 
Federal and Indian (except Osage Tribe) onshore oil 
and gas leases. The information facilitates accurate 
measurement of  oil and gas, production accountability, 
payment of  royalties that are due, and prevention of  
thef t and loss.” The public comment period is open 
through January 16, 2023. Read more.  
 
BLM Habitat Connectivity on Federal Lands. 
On November 15, the Bureau of  Land Management 
(BLM) issued an Instruction Memorandum on “Habitat 
Connectivity on Public Lands” (IM 2023-005). 
According to the BLM, this IM helps the BLM “fulf ill 
aspects of  its multiple use and sustained yield 
mandate by ensuring habitats for native f ish, wildlife, 

and plant populations are suf f iciently interconnected. 
As part of  that work, this policy directs the BLM state 
of f ices to consult with state f ish and wildlife agencies 
and Tribes to assess habitat connectivity in order to 
manage as best as possible for intact, connected 
habitat.” The IPAA has reported that it “believes there 
will be land use planning implications for APD's but it 
remains to be seen exactly how BLM will apply the 
new IM.” Read more.    
  
BLM Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument 
Advisory Committee. On November 14, the Bureau 
of  Land Management (BLM) announced it “will host 
a virtual public meeting of  the Grand Staircase-
Escalante National Monument Advisory Committee  
on Dec. 13, 2022, f rom 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., with public 
comments accepted at 1:45 p.m. This meeting will 
be held via Zoom.” Part of  the agenda will “include 
discussion of  the revised alternatives for the new 
resource management plan.” If  you would like to 
attend, the BLM asks that you register in advance. 
Read more.  
 
BLM Resource Development in the Thompson 
Divide – Colorado. (Update to 10/31/22 Report) 
UPDATE: On November 16, the Bureau of  Land 
Management (BLM) published a correction (87 Fed. 
Reg. 68726) to its notice below adding a time for the 
public meeting to be held on December 14 that they 
failed to provide in their initial publishing. Read more. 
For background, on October 17, the BLM published a  
Notice of Proposed Withdrawal and Public Meeting, 
Thompson Divide Area, Colorado (87 Fed. Reg. 62878) 
which opened up the public comment period for the 
BLM’s withdrawal of  “approximately 224,793.73 acres, 
including approximately 200,518.28 acres of National 
Forest System lands, approximately 15,464.99 acres of  
BLM-managed public lands, and approximately 8,810.46 
acres of  reserved Federal mineral interest” f rom 
resource development in the Thompson Divide.  
As previously reported, on October 12, the Interior 
Department announced the Biden administration’s 
proposal to protect the Thompson Divide from mineral 
and oil and gas leasing and development. Under the 
proposal, after a two-year analysis, the Thompson 
Divide could be subject to a 20-year withdrawal. The 

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/11/15/2022-24854/agency-information-collection-activities-measurement-of-oil
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/11/15/2022-24854/agency-information-collection-activities-measurement-of-oil
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/11/15/2022-24854/agency-information-collection-activities-measurement-of-oil
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/11/15/2022-24856/agency-information-collection-activities-measurement-of-gas
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/11/15/2022-24856/agency-information-collection-activities-measurement-of-gas
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/11/15/2022-24856/agency-information-collection-activities-measurement-of-gas
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/11/15/2022-24855/agency-information-collection-activities-oil-and-gas-facility-site-security
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/11/15/2022-24855/agency-information-collection-activities-oil-and-gas-facility-site-security
https://www.blm.gov/policy/im-2023-005
https://www.blm.gov/press-release/blm-announces-december-virtual-meeting-grand-staircase-escalante-national-monument
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/11/16/2022-24952/notice-of-proposed-withdrawal-and-public-meeting-thompson-divide-area-colorado-correction
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/11/16/2022-24952/notice-of-proposed-withdrawal-and-public-meeting-thompson-divide-area-colorado-correction
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/11/16/2022-24952/notice-of-proposed-withdrawal-and-public-meeting-thompson-divide-area-colorado-correction
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/10/17/2022-22448/notice-of-proposed-withdrawal-and-public-meeting-thompson-divide-area-colorado


   

 
                      Governmental Affairs Weekly Report    November 28, 2022                                                                              Page 3 
 

Interior Department noted, “the Thompson Divide area 
has not been available to oil and gas leasing for several 
years, and there is no current or planned oil exploration 
or production in the area. Pre-existing natural gas leases 
in the area would be unaf fected by this proposed 
mineral withdrawal. These pre-existing and unaf fected 
natural gas-related leases in the Thompson Divide area 
constitute less than 1% of the more than 3,000 active 
federal leases in the state of  Colorado.” Read more.  
The public comment period is open through January 16, 
2023, and the BLM will hold a public meeting on 
December 14, 2022 f rom 5 p.m. to 7 p.m, at the 
Carbondale & Rural Fire Protection District, 300 
Meadowood Drive, Carbondale, CO 81623. Read more.  
 
Interior Department Bonding and Financial 
Assurance Petition for Rulemaking. On November 
16, environmental and conservation groups filed a 
petition with the Interior Department and Bureau of  
Land Management (BLM) requesting “to immediately 
promulgate regulations and policies to update the 
bonding and financial assurance requirements for 
federal onshore oil and gas leasing and development.” 
Read the petition here. According to the filing, 
“Petitioners call on BLM to complete its work to ensure 
the taxpayers who own these resources are not lef t 
paying for reclamation and cleanup and to better fulfill 
the agency’s broader obligations as stewards of our 
public lands and minerals. BLM is long overdue in acting 
to update bonding requirements and should issue 
updated policies and commence rulemakings to address 
these major inadequacies in its onshore oil and gas 
program.” Read more.  
 
STATE – Legislative    
 
Notarial Acts – Ohio. (Update to 3/28/22 Report) On 
November 16, SB 300 passed the Senate. Sponsored 
by Sen. Steve Wilson (R), the bill would make several 
changes to existing notary law. Specif ically, the 
measure: (1) Amends requirements to the notary’s  
oath of  office, allowing a notary to either take the 
oath in person or certify that the notary will abide by 
the oath; (2) Redef ines “acknowledgment” to mean  
an individual’s declaration before a notary that the 
individual has signed a record for the purpose stated 

in the record, and if  the record is signed in a 
representative capacity, that the individual signed the 
record with proper authority and signed it as the act 
of  the person identif ied in the record; (3) Requires 
notaries seeking to replace lost or destroyed 
commissions or to amend an existing commission to 
f ile an electronic form, as opposed to a paper form; 
(4) Imposes new requirements with regard to notaries 
verifying the identif ication of  persons making an 
acknowledgment or a jurat; (5) Prohibits a notary f rom 
performing a notarial act for a person with whom the 
notary cannot communicate without the assistance of  
an interpreter or translator; (6) Adds a new form of  
acknowledgment for limited liability companies; (7) 
Expands the list of  county government of f icials that are 
required to accept electronically notarized documents 
to include clerks of  courts of  record and deputy 
registrars; and (8) Removes the requirement that the 
notarial certif icate for an acknowledgement or jurat 
indicate the type of  notarization being performed. 
Read more.  
 
Carbon Sequestration – Pennsylvania. On 
November 14, SB 1361 was introduced by Sen. Gene 
Yaw (R). Known as the Carbon Dioxide Geologic 
Sequestration Primacy Act, the bill would establish 
“the legal and regulatory f ramework for potential 
carbon dioxide capture, utilization and sequestration 
(CCUS) in Pennsylvania.” Further, the bill would 
provide for “primary enforcement authority f rom the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency for carbon 
dioxide underground injection wells (referred to as 
Class VI wells).” According to Sen. Yaw, “my 
legislation would ensure that Pennsylvania does not 
adopt standards which are any more stringent than 
those required by the U.S. EPA. Several other states 
seeking to facilitate CCUS and its associated jobs and 
investment have already secured primacy, which is 
critical to streamlining and removing redundancies 
f rom the permitting process.” Read more.   
 
Electronic Submissions – Ohio. On November 17, 
HB 524 was heard in the House Government 
Oversight Committee. The committee took no action 
on the bill and no one signed up to testify. Sponsored 
by Rep. Thomas Hall (R), the bill provides that “(A) 

https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/biden-harris-administration-proposes-protections-thompson-divide
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/10/17/2022-22448/notice-of-proposed-withdrawal-and-public-meeting-thompson-divide-area-colorado
https://www.worc.org/media/APA-Bonding-Petition-final.pdf
https://www.powderriverbasin.org/2022/11/16/advocates-urge-doi-blm-protect-taxpayers-fix-the-broken-oil-gas-bonding-system/
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-documents?id=GA134-SB-300
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/BillInfo.cfm?syear=2021&sind=0&body=S&type=B&bn=1361


   

 
                      Governmental Affairs Weekly Report    November 28, 2022                                                                              Page 4 
 

Notwithstanding any other provision of  law to the 
contrary and other than a statement of  production, 
the chief  of  the division of  oil and gas resources 
management may require the electronic submission of  
any application, report, test result, fee, or document 
that is required to be submitted under this chapter. 
The chief  shall require the submission of  statements of  
production to be made electronically regardless of  well 
type and the number of  wells owned.” The bill also 
provides, “For good cause, a person may request 
to be excluded f rom any requirement to make an 
electronic submission under division (A) of  this section 
other than the requirement to submit a statement of  
production electronically. The chief  shall establish the 
procedure and form by which a person may request 
such exclusion.” Read more.  
 
Federal Regulation of Oil and Gas Production – 
Texas. Although the Texas legislative session does 
not begin until January, some lawmakers have started 
the early process of  f iling bills for introduction. Rep. 
Brooks Landgraf  (R) has f iled HB 33. The bill would 
“prevent the implementation of  any federal regulations 
on oil or gas production in Texas.” As reported, the bill 
“will not allow any Texas state agencies the ability to 
provide assistance to or contracting with any federal 
agencies looking to put forth any federal statue 
regulating oil and gas operations if  the regulation  
is not already existing law.” Read more.  
 
STATE – Regulatory    
 
California Greenhouse Gas and Oil Usage Plan.  
On November 16, Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) announced 
that the California Air Resources Board (CARB) has 
released an ambitious roadmap to “combat climate 
change and transition to clean energy […] cut air 
pollution by 71%, reduce fossil fuel consumption by 
86%, and reach carbon neutrality by 2045.” The plan 
also includes “a 94% drop in demand for oil.” Read 
more about the proposal here. According to Gov. 
Newsom, the CARB plan would “implement the most 
ambitious climate action of  any jurisdiction in the 
world, taking unprecedented steps to drastically 
slash pollution and accelerate the transition to clean 
energy.” Read more. You can also access the CARB 

“2022 Scoping Plan for Achieving Carbon Neutrality” 
documents and plan updates here.   
 
Kern County Oil and Gas Permits – California.  
On November 16, the California Geologic Energy 
Management Division issued a Notice to Operators 
(2022-06) addressing the lif ting of  a previous court 
order that required Kern County to cease reviewing 
and approving oil and gas permits unless and until 
the court determines that the Ordinance complies 
with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
requirements. As stated in the Notice, “Kern County 
may resume permitting of  oil and gas operations as 
CEQA lead agency in unincorporated Kern County. 
With validity of  Kern County’s Final Supplemental 
Recirculated Environmental Impact Report (SREIR) 
restored, the California Geologic Energy Management 
Division (CalGEM) will now be a responsible agency.”  
Read more.   
 
New Mexico Environment Department Electronic 
Applications and Permits. On November 17, the 
New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) Air 
Quality Bureau (AQB) announced the Electronic 
Submittal Requirement for GCP-Oil and Gas and 
Notice of Intent Applications. According to the 
NMED/AQB announcement, “Beginning Monday, 
January 9th, 2023, applicants will be required to  
submit two types of  applications electronically through 
the ePermitting Portal. 1. Notice of  Intent (NOI) 
applications for oil and gas facilities, and 2. General 
Construction Permit applications for Oil and Gas 
Facilities (GCP-O&G). Hard copy submittals that are 
postmarked on or before January 9th, 2023, will be 
accepted and processed. All other non-oil and gas 
permit and NOI applications should be mailed 
according to the instructions on those forms.” 
Read more.    
 
Orphan Wells Plugging – Wyoming. On November 
15, it was reported that the Wyoming Oil and Gas 
Conservation Commission (WOGCC) “has about 
1,500 orphaned wells remaining, oil and gas wells 
that have been drilled but abandoned without being 
plugged. With $25 million in funding f rom the federal 
Inf rastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA),  

https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA134-HB-524
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB33
https://www.newswest9.com/article/news/local/state-representative-landgraf-file-texas-energy-independence-act/513-5a2c8de6-ac7e-451d-8003-61749fce04a4
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/news/california-releases-final-2022-climate-scoping-plan-proposal
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/news/california-releases-final-2022-climate-scoping-plan-proposal
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2022/11/16/california-releases-worlds-first-plan-to-achieve-net-zero-carbon-pollution/
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/ab-32-climate-change-scoping-plan/2022-scoping-plan-documents?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.conservation.ca.gov/calgem/for_operators/Documents/NOTICE%20TO%20OPERATORS%202022-06%20Kern%20SREIR%20ADA.pdf
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/NMED/bulletins/3388e7f
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it’s possible the state will plug the last of  those.” 
According to Tom Kropatsch, WOGCC Supervisor, 
“So as far as where Wyoming is at, I think we’re a 
leader in addressing those orphan wells, and have 
been, even before this [IIJA] money became available. 
As far as how much methane emissions have been 
stopped as a result of  the work isn’t [yet] known.”  
Read more. 
  
 
INDUSTRY NEWS FLASH 
 
 Donald Trump announces 2024 presidential run. 
On November 15, former President Donald Trump 
announced that he is running for president in 2024. 
Focusing part of  his speech on climate change and 
energy, Trump told a packed Mar-a-Lago audience, 
“The Green New Deal, and the environment, which 
they say may af fect us in 300 years is all that is talked 
about.” Trump also criticized President Biden for 
calling on adversarial foreign nations to pump more 
oil. “There are lots of  nations that hate us gravely.  
And that’s the problem when they look at us in 
disarray like we are right now when we go to them 
begging for oil and we have more liquid gold 
under our feet than they have. It’s crazy what’s 
happening.” Read more.  
 
 Louisiana to gain 3,500 oil and gas jobs by 
mid-2023. A new report f rom Louisiana State 
University’s Center for Energy Studies “predicts 
Louisiana will regain thousands of  jobs in the oil 
and gas industry by the middle of  2023. Research 
professor Greg Upton says, “this year Louisiana has 
already gained 2,500 jobs that involve extracting oil 
and gas f rom the ground” and added that the Center 
is forecasting that the state will regain an additional 
3,500 jobs “within the upstream oil and gas extraction 
services sectors by about sometime mid next year 
before that levels of f .” Read more.  
 

 In New Mexico, despite 1,400% increase in 
renewables, oil and gas still top earner on state 
lands. As reported on November 14, “Despite recent 
ef forts to expand income f rom renewable resources, 

the latest numbers f rom the state’s Land Off ice show 
that the bulk of  the state’s income f rom land-owning 
comes f rom oil and gas.” As noted by the state 
agency, “when it comes to income these renewables 
create for the state versus the income f rom oil and 
gas, there’s still no comparison. In the f iscal year 
2022, royalties f rom oil and gas totaled $2.3 billion — 
that’s 96% of  the State Land Off ices earnings that 
year, according to numbers presented to legislators.” 
Read more.  
  
 
LEGISLATIVE SESSION OVERVIEW 
 
States in Session 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Session Notes: Michigan, New Jersey, Ohio,  
and Pennsylvania are in regular session. The 117th 
U.S. Congress is in the f inal days of  its lame-duck 
session prior to the 118th Congress convening 
on January 3, 2023 with a Republican majority in 
the House. 
 
California is in recess but Democratic Gov. Gavin 
Newsom may attempt to call the legislature into a 
special session on December 5 to seek passage of a 
new tax on oil and gas industry profits, reports PBS. 
 
North Carolina was scheduled to adjourn on July 1; 
however, the adjournment resolution calls for the 
regular session to reconvene for monthly mini sessions 
through December. The legislature completed their 
November session on November 17. The next and last 
mini session of  the year is scheduled for December 13. 

Signing Deadlines (by date): New York Democrat 
Gov. Kathy Hochul has 10 days f rom presentment, 

https://cowboystatedaily.com/2022/11/15/wyomings-remaining-1500-orphan-wells-slated-to-be-capped-soon/
https://thehill.com/homenews/campaign/3541693-trump-announces-2024-run-for-president/
https://louisianaradionetwork.com/2022/11/18/lsu-report-louisiana-to-gain-3-500-oil-and-gas-jobs-by-mid-2023/
https://www.krqe.com/news/new-mexico/despite-1400-increase-in-revenue-from-renewable-energy-oil-and-gas-is-still-top-earner-for-state-land/
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/politics/california-gov-newsom-to-call-a-special-legislative-session-over-soaring-gas-prices
https://www.ncleg.gov/Sessions/2021/Bills/Senate/PDF/S917v3.pdf
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Sundays excepted, to act on legislation or it becomes 
law without signature. North Carolina Democrat  
Gov. Roy Cooper has 10 days f rom presentment to  
act on legislation or it becomes law without signature. 

The following states are currently holding 2022 
interim committee hearings: Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, 
Arkansas, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Florida 
House and Senate, Georgia, Hawaii, Idaho, Illinois 
House and Senate, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, 
Minnesota, Mississippi House and Senate, Missouri 
House and Senate, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New 
Hampshire House and Senate, New Mexico, North 
Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma House and Senate, Oregon, 
Rhode Island, South Carolina House and Senate, 
South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas House and Senate, 
Utah, Vermont, Virginia, Washington, West Virginia, 
Wisconsin and Wyoming. 

The following states are currently posting 2023 bill 
draf ts, pre-f iles and interim studies: Arizona, Arkansas, 
Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Massachusetts, 
Montana, Nevada, New Hampshire, North Dakota, 
Oklahoma, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Virginia, West 
Virginia and Wyoming.  
 

This report is provided exclusively for AAPL members. If you  
have received this report as a non-member, please contact  
AAPL member services to learn more about joining AAPL. 
For more information, email membership@landman.org or 
call us at: 817-847-7700. 
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http://www.legislature.state.al.us/aliswww/ISD/InterimMeetings.aspx
http://akleg.gov/index.php#tab2
http://www.azleg.gov/interim-committee-agendas/
https://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/InterimFilings/Search?ddBienniumSession=2021%2F2022F
https://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/InterimFilings/Search?ddBienniumSession=2021%2F2022F
http://leg.colorado.gov/interim-schedule
https://www.cga.ct.gov/calendarofevents.asp
https://legis.delaware.gov/
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/HouseSchedule/houseschedule.aspx
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Calendars/2023
https://www.legis.ga.gov/schedule/all
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/upcominghearingsfiltered.aspx
https://legislature.idaho.gov/calendar/
https://www.ilga.gov/house/schedules/hearings.asp?Scheduled=M
https://www.ilga.gov/senate/schedules/hearings.asp?Scheduled=M
http://iga.in.gov/documents/242eba6c
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/
http://www.kslegislature.org/li/documents/interim_schedule.pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/LegislativeCalendar
http://www.legis.la.gov/legis/ByCmte.aspx
https://legislature.maine.gov/Calendar/#Weekly/2022-05-22
https://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/InterimFilings/Search?ddBienniumSession=2021%2F2022F
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Meetings/Week
https://malegislature.gov/Events
https://www.leg.mn.gov/cal?type=all
http://www.legislature.ms.gov/calendars-and-schedules/house-schedule/
http://www.legislature.ms.gov/calendars-and-schedules/senate-schedule/
http://www.house.mo.gov/AllHearings.aspx
http://www.senate.mo.gov/hearingsschedule/hrings.htm
http://sg001-harmony.sliq.net/00309/Harmony/en
https://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/calendar/hearings.php?day=interim
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/InterimCommittee/REL/Interim2021/Meetings
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/house/schedule/dailyschedule.aspx
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/senate/schedule/dailyschedule.aspx
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Calendar/Whats_Happening
https://www.legis.nd.gov/events
https://www.legis.nd.gov/events
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/schedules/legislative-calendar
https://www.okhouse.gov/committees/ShowInterimStudies.aspx
https://oksenate.gov/publications/senate-interim-studies
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/LIZ/Committees/Meeting/List
http://status.rilin.state.ri.us/legislative_committee_calendar.aspx
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/meetings.php?chamber=H
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/meetings.php?chamber=S
https://sdlegislature.gov/Interim/Schedule
http://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/schedule/WeeklyView.aspx
https://capitol.texas.gov/Committees/MeetingsUpcoming.aspx?Chamber=H
https://capitol.texas.gov/Committees/MeetingsUpcoming.aspx?Chamber=S
https://le.utah.gov/asp/interim/Cal.asp?Month=4&Year=2022
https://legislature.vermont.gov/committee/meetings/2022
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?221+oth+MTG
https://app.leg.wa.gov/committeeschedules/
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/committees/interims/intcomsched_agenda.cfm
http://committeeschedule.legis.wisconsin.gov/
https://wyoleg.gov/Calendar/20220401/Meeting
https://www.azleg.gov/bills/
https://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/Bills/RecentlyFiled?date=2022-11-15
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bills/2023?chamber=both&searchOnlyCurrentVersion=True&isIncludeAmendments=False&isFirstReference=True&citationType=FL%20Statutes&pageNumber=1
https://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/prefiles
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/23rs/interim/drafts.html
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/RecentBills
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0217W$BAIV.return_all_bills?P_SESS=20231
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/82nd2023/Bdrs/List
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/lsr_search/LSR_Results.aspx
https://ndlegis.gov/assembly/67-2021/interim/interim-bill.html
http://www.oklegislature.gov/TextOfMeasures.aspx
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/indexes/
https://capitol.texas.gov/Search/BillSearchResults.aspx?NSP=1&SPL=False&SPC=False&SPA=True&SPS=False&Leg=88&Sess=R&ChamberH=True&ChamberS=True&BillType=B;JR;;;;;&AuthorCode=&SponsorCode=&ASAndOr=O&IsPA=True&IsJA=False&IsCA=False&IsPS=True&IsJS=False&IsCS=False&CmteCode=&CmteStatus=&OnDate=&FromDate=&ToDate=&FromTime=&ToTime=&LastAction=False&Actions=S000;S001;H001;&AAO=O&Subjects=&SAO=&TT=&ID=34nIbibwd
https://le.utah.gov/asp/billsintro/index.asp?year=2023GS
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?231+lst+ALL
https://wyoleg.gov/Legislation/committeeBills/2023
https://wyoleg.gov/Legislation/committeeBills/2023
https://wyoleg.gov/docs/FINAL%20INTERIM%20TOPICS%20LIST-2022.pdf
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[bookmark: _Hlk97623475]FEDERAL – Legislative


S. 5124/H.R. 9344 – Chaco Cultural Heritage Area Protection Act. On November 17, U.S. Senators 
Ben Ray Luján (D-NM) and Martin Heinrich (D-NM), and U.S. Representatives Teresa Leger Fernández (D-NM) and Melanie Stansbury (D-NM) introduced companion bills S. 5124 and H.R. 9344, called the Chaco Cultural Heritage Area Protection Act, “to protect Chaco Canyon and the greater landscape surrounding the Chaco Culture National Historical Park. This legislation will prevent future leasing and development of oil, gas, and minerals on federal lands that are located within a 10-mile buffer zone around the park. This proposed Chaco Protection Zone will preserve the ancestral sites and cultural patrimony within Chaco Canyon and the surrounding landscape.” Read more. As noted by Sen. Luján, “Recently, the Biden administration has moved forward with an Administrative Withdrawal of the 10-mile buffer
zone. This legislation would provide urgently needed permanent protections by banning oil, gas, and mineral development on federal lands in the Greater Chaco Region. Additionally, this legislation would codify protections for private, state, and Tribal entities, including Navajo allottees, ensuring that existing rights are preserved as the area is protected.” Read more. 



Incoming House Natural Resources Committee Chair to Impact Biden’s Climate Change Agenda. With Republicans taking control of the U.S. House of Representatives majority in January, incoming House Natural Resources Committee Chairman Rep. Bruce Westerman (R-AR) “outlined his priorities for a Republican-majority committee on a call with reporters […] identifying potential areas of bipartisan agreement but saying he did not believe climate change to be the House panel’s sole charge.” As reported by The Hill, Westerman, who will succeed Rep. Raúl Grijalva (D-AZ) as Chairman, “suggested the committee would push back on Biden administration energy policies, particularly pertaining to fossil fuels, but named issues he saw as opportunities for bipartisanship as well.”  One such area is reforms to environmental and energy permitting, such as pipeline infrastructure, in which common ground could be found with Sen. Joe Manchin (D-WV) and other lawmakers. Throughout President Biden’s term, Rep. Westerman has been a vocal supporter of traditional energy development and the need for greater domestic production. Read more. 



FEDERAL – Regulatory


BLM Oil and Gas Lease Sales – Nevada; Utah.
On November 21, the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) announced, “In accordance with congressional direction in the Inflation Reduction Act, the Bureau of Land Management is initiating 30-day scoping periods to receive public input on potential oil and gas lease sales on 35 parcels in Nevada totaling 63,603.89 acres and 18 parcels in Utah totaling nearly 31,808 acres.” The announcement also provides information on parcels that the BLM will analyze, as well as maps and instructions on how to comment. Read more. As reported by The Hill, “Under the updated regulations, minimum bids would be set at $10 per acre, a fivefold increase from the previous minimum of $2 per acre. This marks the first increase in the minimum in 35 years. The sales will also reflect updated royalty rates for oil and gas leasing, with minimum rates increasing from 12.5 percent to 16.7 percent. Meanwhile, while rental rates before the act were $1.50 per acre for five years and $2 per year thereafter, the new rates will increase to $3 per acre for the initial two years, $5 an acre for the third through eighth years and $15 in the ninth and tenth years.” Read more. 



BLM Information Collection; Measurement of Oil.
On November 15, the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) published a notice, Agency Information Collection Activities; Measurement of Oil (87 Fed. Reg. 68516). According to the BLM, this “collection
of information enables the BLM to ensure compliance with standards for the measurement of oil produced from Federal and Indian (except Osage Tribe) leases and compliance with pertinent statutes.” The public comment period is open through January 16, 2023. Read more. 



BLM Information Collection; Measurement of Gas.
On November 15, the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) published a notice, Agency Information Collection Activities; Measurement of Gas (87 Fed. Reg. 68516). According to the notice, the “BLM is requesting renewal of a control number that pertains
to the accurate measurement and proper reporting 
of all natural gas removed or sold from Federal and Indian leases, units, unit participating areas, and areas subject to communitization agreements.” The public comment period is open through January 16, 2023. Read more. 



BLM Information Collection; Oil and Gas Facilities.
On November 15, the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) published a notice, Agency Information Collection Activities; Oil and Gas Facility Site Security (87 Fed. Reg. 68517). According to the BLM, 
“this control number enables the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) to collect information about Federal and Indian (except Osage Tribe) onshore oil and gas leases. The information facilitates accurate measurement of oil and gas, production accountability, payment of royalties that are due, and prevention of theft and loss.” The public comment period is open through January 16, 2023. Read more. 



BLM Habitat Connectivity on Federal Lands.
On November 15, the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) issued an Instruction Memorandum on “Habitat Connectivity on Public Lands” (IM 2023-005). According to the BLM, this IM helps the BLM “fulfill aspects of its multiple use and sustained yield mandate by ensuring habitats for native fish, wildlife, and plant populations are sufficiently interconnected. As part of that work, this policy directs the BLM state offices to consult with state fish and wildlife agencies and Tribes to assess habitat connectivity in order to manage as best as possible for intact, connected habitat.” The IPAA has reported that it “believes there will be land use planning implications for APD's but it remains to be seen exactly how BLM will apply the new IM.” Read more.   

 

BLM Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument Advisory Committee. On November 14, the Bureau
of Land Management (BLM) announced it “will host
a virtual public meeting of the Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument Advisory Committee 
on Dec. 13, 2022, from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., with public comments accepted at 1:45 p.m. This meeting will
be held via Zoom.” Part of the agenda will “include discussion of the revised alternatives for the new resource management plan.” If you would like to attend, the BLM asks that you register in advance.
Read more. 



BLM Resource Development in the Thompson Divide – Colorado. (Update to 10/31/22 Report) UPDATE: On November 16, the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) published a correction (87 Fed. Reg. 68726) to its notice below adding a time for the public meeting to be held on December 14 that they failed to provide in their initial publishing. Read more. For background, on October 17, the BLM published a  Notice of Proposed Withdrawal and Public Meeting, Thompson Divide Area, Colorado (87 Fed. Reg. 62878) which opened up the public comment period for the BLM’s withdrawal of “approximately 224,793.73 acres, including approximately 200,518.28 acres of National Forest System lands, approximately 15,464.99 acres of BLM-managed public lands, and approximately 8,810.46 acres of reserved Federal mineral interest” from resource development in the Thompson Divide. 

As previously reported, on October 12, the Interior Department announced the Biden administration’s proposal to protect the Thompson Divide from mineral and oil and gas leasing and development. Under the proposal, after a two-year analysis, the Thompson Divide could be subject to a 20-year withdrawal. The Interior Department noted, “the Thompson Divide area has not been available to oil and gas leasing for several years, and there is no current or planned oil exploration or production in the area. Pre-existing natural gas leases in the area would be unaffected by this proposed mineral withdrawal. These pre-existing and unaffected natural gas-related leases in the Thompson Divide area constitute less than 1% of the more than 3,000 active federal leases in the state of Colorado.” Read more. 
The public comment period is open through January 16, 2023, and the BLM will hold a public meeting on December 14, 2022 from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m, at the Carbondale & Rural Fire Protection District, 300 Meadowood Drive, Carbondale, CO 81623. Read more. 



Interior Department Bonding and Financial Assurance Petition for Rulemaking. On November 16, environmental and conservation groups filed a petition with the Interior Department and Bureau of
Land Management (BLM) requesting “to immediately promulgate regulations and policies to update the bonding and financial assurance requirements for federal onshore oil and gas leasing and development.” Read the petition here. According to the filing, “Petitioners call on BLM to complete its work to ensure the taxpayers who own these resources are not left paying for reclamation and cleanup and to better fulfill the agency’s broader obligations as stewards of our public lands and minerals. BLM is long overdue in acting to update bonding requirements and should issue updated policies and commence rulemakings to address these major inadequacies in its onshore oil and gas program.” Read more. 



STATE – Legislative   



Notarial Acts – Ohio. (Update to 3/28/22 Report) On November 16, SB 300 passed the Senate. Sponsored by Sen. Steve Wilson (R), the bill would make several changes to existing notary law. Specifically, the measure: (1) Amends requirements to the notary’s 
oath of office, allowing a notary to either take the
oath in person or certify that the notary will abide by the oath; (2) Redefines “acknowledgment” to mean 
an individual’s declaration before a notary that the individual has signed a record for the purpose stated
in the record, and if the record is signed in a representative capacity, that the individual signed the record with proper authority and signed it as the act
of the person identified in the record; (3) Requires notaries seeking to replace lost or destroyed commissions or to amend an existing commission to file an electronic form, as opposed to a paper form;
(4) Imposes new requirements with regard to notaries verifying the identification of persons making an acknowledgment or a jurat; (5) Prohibits a notary from performing a notarial act for a person with whom the notary cannot communicate without the assistance of an interpreter or translator; (6) Adds a new form of acknowledgment for limited liability companies; (7) Expands the list of county government officials that are required to accept electronically notarized documents to include clerks of courts of record and deputy registrars; and (8) Removes the requirement that the notarial certificate for an acknowledgement or jurat
indicate the type of notarization being performed.

Read more. 



Carbon Sequestration – Pennsylvania. On November 14, SB 1361 was introduced by Sen. Gene Yaw (R). Known as the Carbon Dioxide Geologic Sequestration Primacy Act, the bill would establish “the legal and regulatory framework for potential carbon dioxide capture, utilization and sequestration (CCUS) in Pennsylvania.” Further, the bill would provide for “primary enforcement authority from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency for carbon dioxide underground injection wells (referred to as Class VI wells).” According to Sen. Yaw, “my legislation would ensure that Pennsylvania does not adopt standards which are any more stringent than those required by the U.S. EPA. Several other states seeking to facilitate CCUS and its associated jobs and investment have already secured primacy, which is critical to streamlining and removing redundancies from the permitting process.” Read more.  



Electronic Submissions – Ohio. On November 17, HB 524 was heard in the House Government Oversight Committee. The committee took no action on the bill and no one signed up to testify. Sponsored by Rep. Thomas Hall (R), the bill provides that “(A) Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary and other than a statement of production,
the chief of the division of oil and gas resources management may require the electronic submission of any application, report, test result, fee, or document that is required to be submitted under this chapter. The chief shall require the submission of statements of production to be made electronically regardless of well type and the number of wells owned.” The bill also provides, “For good cause, a person may request
to be excluded from any requirement to make an electronic submission under division (A) of this section other than the requirement to submit a statement of production electronically. The chief shall establish the procedure and form by which a person may request such exclusion.” Read more. 



Federal Regulation of Oil and Gas Production – Texas. Although the Texas legislative session does not begin until January, some lawmakers have started the early process of filing bills for introduction. Rep. Brooks Landgraf (R) has filed HB 33. The bill would “prevent the implementation of any federal regulations on oil or gas production in Texas.” As reported, the bill “will not allow any Texas state agencies the ability to provide assistance to or contracting with any federal agencies looking to put forth any federal statue regulating oil and gas operations if the regulation 
is not already existing law.” Read more. 



STATE – Regulatory   



California Greenhouse Gas and Oil Usage Plan. 
On November 16, Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) announced that the California Air Resources Board (CARB) has released an ambitious roadmap to “combat climate change and transition to clean energy […] cut air pollution by 71%, reduce fossil fuel consumption by 86%, and reach carbon neutrality by 2045.” The plan also includes “a 94% drop in demand for oil.” Read more about the proposal here. According to Gov. Newsom, the CARB plan would “implement the most ambitious climate action of any jurisdiction in the world, taking unprecedented steps to drastically
slash pollution and accelerate the transition to clean energy.” Read more. You can also access the CARB “2022 Scoping Plan for Achieving Carbon Neutrality” documents and plan updates here.  



Kern County Oil and Gas Permits – California. 
On November 16, the California Geologic Energy Management Division issued a Notice to Operators (2022-06) addressing the lifting of a previous court order that required Kern County to cease reviewing and approving oil and gas permits unless and until
the court determines that the Ordinance complies
with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requirements. As stated in the Notice, “Kern County may resume permitting of oil and gas operations as CEQA lead agency in unincorporated Kern County. With validity of Kern County’s Final Supplemental Recirculated Environmental Impact Report (SREIR) restored, the California Geologic Energy Management Division (CalGEM) will now be a responsible agency.” 
Read more.  



New Mexico Environment Department Electronic Applications and Permits. On November 17, the New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) Air Quality Bureau (AQB) announced the Electronic Submittal Requirement for GCP-Oil and Gas and Notice of Intent Applications. According to the NMED/AQB announcement, “Beginning Monday, January 9th, 2023, applicants will be required to 
submit two types of applications electronically through the ePermitting Portal. 1. Notice of Intent (NOI) applications for oil and gas facilities, and 2. General Construction Permit applications for Oil and Gas Facilities (GCP-O&G). Hard copy submittals that are postmarked on or before January 9th, 2023, will be accepted and processed. All other non-oil and gas permit and NOI applications should be mailed according to the instructions on those forms.”
Read more.   



Orphan Wells Plugging – Wyoming. On November 15, it was reported that the Wyoming Oil and Gas Conservation Commission (WOGCC) “has about 1,500 orphaned wells remaining, oil and gas wells
that have been drilled but abandoned without being plugged. With $25 million in funding from the federal Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA), 
it’s possible the state will plug the last of those.” According to Tom Kropatsch, WOGCC Supervisor,

“So as far as where Wyoming is at, I think we’re a leader in addressing those orphan wells, and have been, even before this [IIJA] money became available.

As far as how much methane emissions have been stopped as a result of the work isn’t [yet] known.” 
Read more.

 



INDUSTRY NEWS FLASH


 Donald Trump announces 2024 presidential run. On November 15, former President Donald Trump announced that he is running for president in 2024. Focusing part of his speech on climate change and energy, Trump told a packed Mar-a-Lago audience, “The Green New Deal, and the environment, which they say may affect us in 300 years is all that is talked about.” Trump also criticized President Biden for calling on adversarial foreign nations to pump more
oil. “There are lots of nations that hate us gravely. 
And that’s the problem when they look at us in disarray like we are right now when we go to them begging for oil and we have more liquid gold
under our feet than they have. It’s crazy what’s happening.” Read more. 



 Louisiana to gain 3,500 oil and gas jobs by
mid-2023. A new report from Louisiana State University’s Center for Energy Studies “predicts Louisiana will regain thousands of jobs in the oil
and gas industry by the middle of 2023. Research professor Greg Upton says, “this year Louisiana has already gained 2,500 jobs that involve extracting oil and gas from the ground” and added that the Center
is forecasting that the state will regain an additional 3,500 jobs “within the upstream oil and gas extraction services sectors by about sometime mid next year before that levels off.” Read more. 



 In New Mexico, despite 1,400% increase in renewables, oil and gas still top earner on state lands. As reported on November 14, “Despite recent efforts to expand income from renewable resources, the latest numbers from the state’s Land Office show that the bulk of the state’s income from land-owning comes from oil and gas.” As noted by the state agency, “when it comes to income these renewables create for the state versus the income from oil and gas, there’s still no comparison. In the fiscal year 2022, royalties from oil and gas totaled $2.3 billion — that’s 96% of the State Land Offices earnings that year, according to numbers presented to legislators.” Read more. 

 



LEGISLATIVE SESSION OVERVIEW

States in Session
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Session Notes: Michigan, New Jersey, Ohio, 
and Pennsylvania are in regular session. The 117th U.S. Congress is in the final days of its lame-duck session prior to the 118th Congress convening
on January 3, 2023 with a Republican majority in
the House.



California is in recess but Democratic Gov. Gavin Newsom may attempt to call the legislature into a special session on December 5 to seek passage of a new tax on oil and gas industry profits, reports PBS.



North Carolina was scheduled to adjourn on July 1; however, the adjournment resolution calls for the regular session to reconvene for monthly mini sessions through December. The legislature completed their November session on November 17. The next and last mini session of the year is scheduled for December 13.

Signing Deadlines (by date): New York Democrat Gov. Kathy Hochul has 10 days from presentment, Sundays excepted, to act on legislation or it becomes law without signature. North Carolina Democrat 
Gov. Roy Cooper has 10 days from presentment to 
act on legislation or it becomes law without signature.

The following states are currently holding 2022
interim committee hearings: Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Florida House and Senate, Georgia, Hawaii, Idaho, Illinois House and Senate, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Minnesota, Mississippi House and Senate, Missouri House and Senate, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New Hampshire House and Senate, New Mexico, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma House and Senate, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Carolina House and Senate, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas House and Senate, Utah, Vermont, Virginia, Washington, West Virginia, Wisconsin and Wyoming.

The following states are currently posting 2023 bill drafts, pre-files and interim studies: Arizona, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Massachusetts, Montana, Nevada, New Hampshire, North Dakota, Oklahoma, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Virginia, West Virginia and Wyoming. 



This report is provided exclusively for AAPL members. If you 
have received this report as a non-member, please contact 
AAPL member services to learn more about joining AAPL.
For more information, email membership@landman.org or
call us at: 817-847-7700.



CONTENT DISCLAIMER: Information and/or website sources provided in
this report may be among the many resources available to you. This report does not endorse nor advocate for any particular attorney or law firm, nor other private entity, unless expressly stated. Any legal, financial, and/or tax information contained herein is provided solely for informational purposes and does not represent legal, financial, or tax advice on behalf of AAPL and/or
its affiliates. Links to outside sources are provided for reference only and any cited outside source is derived solely from material published by its author for public use. Any copyrighted material remains the property of its respective owner and no use or distribution authorization is granted herein.
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