
 
 

 
                         
                                              

Weekly Highlights At-A-Glance 

FEDERAL – Legislative 
 
H.R. 5628 – Pecos Watershed Protection Act.  
On October 29, official bill text was made available 
for H.R. 5628, known as the “Pecos Watershed 
Protection Act.” Sponsored by Rep. Teresa Leger 
Fernández (D-NM), the bill would remove certain 
federal lands in the Pecos Watershed from mineral 
resource development. “Protecting this special area 
for future generations from mineral exploitation  
is crucial for our survival. This area is important 
for wildlife, hunting and fishing and recreation  
as well as a vital water source for farming and 
ranching," said Janice Varela, San Miguel County 
Commissioner, in support of the bill. Senate 
companion bill, S. 182, was introduced in February 
2021 by Sen. Martin Heinrich (D-NM) but has not 
advanced following its committee hearing in June 
2021. Read more.  
 
H.R. 5708 – Endangered Species Act Regulations.  
On October 29, official bill text was made available 
for H.R. 5708. Sponsored by Rep. Cliff Bentz (R-OR), 
the bill seeks to codify certain regulations relating to 
the Endangered Species Act of 1973 finalized under 
the Trump administration related to critical habits 
and other species protections that the Biden 
administration has proposed to rescind to put  
back in place more stringent protections. The 
bill has a low likelihood of consideration in the 
Democrat-controlled House, especially in light of 
the Biden Administration’s current, proposed 
rulemaking seeking to roll back the Trump-era 
regulations. (See more under Federal-Regulatory 
section below.) Read more.   
 
H.R. 5725 – Threatened Species Protection 
Improvement Act of 2021. Related to the above bill, 
on November 2, official bill text was made available 

for H.R. 5725, known as the “Threatened Species 
Protection Improvement Act of 2021 .” Sponsored  
by Rep. Ken Buck (R-CO), the bill “ensures animals 
listed as threatened under the Endangered Species 
Act are provided with protections specifically tailored 
to their conservation needs.” The bill also seeks to 
codify Trump era regulations. According to Rep. 
Buck, “By passing this legislation, we can improve 
conservation efforts and prevent the Biden 
Administration from weaponizing the Endangered 
Species Act to lock away thousands of acres of land 
across the country.” Read more.  
 
H.R. 5733 – Endangered Species Act Regulations.  
Related to the above bills, on November 2, official bill 
text was made available for H.R. 5733, which also 
seeks to codify Endangered Species Act of 1973 
regulations finalized under the Trump administration 
related to critical habits and other species protections 
that the Biden administration has proposed to rescind. 
Sponsored by Rep. Yvette Herrell (R-NM), the bill 
would restore to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service  
“the authority to exclude areas from being designated 
critical habitat under the Endangered Species Act if the 
economic impact of doing so outweighs the benefit to 
the species.” Like H.R. 5708 and H.R. 5725, the bill 
has a low likelihood of advancing in the Democrat-
controlled House. Read more.  
 
H.R. 5740 – Endangered Species Act Regulations.  
Related to the above bills, on November 4, official bill 
text was made available for H.R. 5740, which also 
would “codify certain regulations relating to 
endangered species and threatened species listing 
and critical habitat designation.” Sponsored by Rep. 
Dan Newhouse (R-WA), like the bills above, the 
legislation seeks to codify Trump era regulations that 
“clarify, interpret, and implement portions of the Act 
concerning the procedures and criteria used for 
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https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/5628/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr5628%22%2C%22hr5628%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/182?s=3&r=28
https://fernandez.house.gov/media/press-releases/rep-leger-fernandez-introduces-legislation-protect-pecos-watershed
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/12/16/2020-27693/endangered-and-threatened-wildlife-and-plants-regulations-for-listing-endangered-and-threatened
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/5708/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/5725/text?loclr=cga-bill
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/08/27/2019-17519/endangered-and-threatened-wildlife-and-plants-regulations-for-prohibitions-to-threatened-wildlife
https://republicans-naturalresources.house.gov/newsroom/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=410443
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/5733/text?loclr=cga-bill
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/12/18/2020-28033/endangered-and-threatened-wildlife-and-plants-regulations-for-designating-critical-habitat
https://herrell.house.gov/media/press-releases/rep-herrell-introduces-legislation-ordering-fish-and-wildlife-service-consider
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/5740/text?loclr=cga-bill
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listing or removing species from the Lists of 
Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants  
and designating critical habitat.” Those regulations 
allowed for more permissive use than those 
proposed by the Biden administration. Read more.   
 
FEDERAL – Regulatory 
 
BLM Greenhouse Gas Emissions; Federal Leasing. 
On October 29, the Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) announced they will “consider contributions 
to national greenhouse gas emissions as it prepares 
to sell oil and gas drilling leases — and could 
ultimately put off selling certain parcels as a result.” 
The BLM statement detailed that “For the first  
time, the environmental assessments will analyze 
greenhouse gas emissions on a national scale  
and consider the social cost of greenhouse gases. 
The environmental assessments will also analyze 
impacts of potential energy development on air  
and water quality, wildlife habitat, the quality of life 
for nearby communities, and other factors.” Recently 
sworn-in BLM Director Tracy Stone-Manning said in 
a statement, as reported by Bloomberg Government, 
that the department will continue to carry out 
leasing that “fulfills the Interior Department’s legal 
responsibilities” but will “also consider what’s 
known as the ‘social cost’ of greenhouse gases — a 
calculation of how much emissions cost society that 
can be used in climate-related decision-making.” 
The BLM also announced that environmental 
assessments are now available for Colorado, Eastern 
States, Montana and the Dakotas, Nevada, New 
Mexico, Utah, and Wyoming for those lease sales and 
has opened the public comment period for 30 days 
for those states/regions regarding proposed oil and 
gas lease sales to be held in early 2022. Read more.  
 
BLM Solar Lease Sale – Arizona. On November 4, 
the BLM announced that it will accept competitive 
bids to lease public lands for solar energy projects 
on approximately 8,526 acres in the Arizona for a 
public auction to be held on December 8, 2021.  
The “Notice of Competitive Offer for Solar Energy 
Development on Public Lands in the State of 
Arizona” (86 Fed. Reg. 60905), provides that this will 

be a live auction to be held at the BLM Arizona State 
Office, 1 North Central Ave, #800, Phoenix, AZ 
85004. Read more.  
 
Endangered and Threatened Species; Critical 
Habitat. On October 27, the Biden administration 
began the process of rescinding Trump era 
regulations that relaxed designations of endangered 
and threatened species and critical habits. The first 
proposed rule, issued by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (FWS), “Endangered and Threatened Wildlife 
and Plants; Regulations for Designating Critical 
Habitat” (86 Fed. Reg. 59346), would roll back 
the assessment of the benefits of designating an 
area as critical habitat for endangered species  
by considering the economic impacts of such 
a designation. The second proposed FWS 
rule, “Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and 
Plants; Regulations for Listing Endangered and 
Threatened Species and Designating Critical 
Habitat” (86 Fed. Reg. 59353), involves the definition 
of “critical habitat” and under the Trump-era rule,  
“would have restricted that definition to only an  
area that could currently support an endangered 
species, but not areas that could be restored or 
might become suitable as the climate crisis shifts 
conditions and range.” The public comment period 
for both proposed rescission rules is open through 
November 26, 2021. Read more.  
 
EPA Methane Emissions Reduction Rulemaking. 
During his trip to the COP26 climate change summit 
in Glasgow, Scotland last week, President Biden laid 
out plans for the United States to reduce methane 
emissions as part of a global effort supported by 
other nations in attendance. As a first step in that 
broad policymaking agenda, the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) announced forthcoming 
proposed rulemaking “in fighting the climate crisis 
and protecting public health through a proposed rule 
that would sharply reduce methane and other 
harmful air pollution from both new and existing 
sources in the oil and natural gas industry. The 
proposal would expand and strengthen emissions 
reduction requirements that are currently on the 
books for new, modified and reconstructed oil and 

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/08/27/2019-17518/endangered-and-threatened-wildlife-and-plants-regulations-for-listing-species-and-designating
https://www.blm.gov/press-release/bureau-land-management-announces-next-steps-new-analyses-upcoming-oil-and-gas-lease
https://www.blm.gov/sites/blm.gov/files/docs/2021-10/Fact%20Sheet%20GHG%20Emissions%20Report%2010292021.pdf
https://www.blm.gov/sites/blm.gov/files/docs/2021-10/Fact%20Sheet%20GHG%20Emissions%20Report%2010292021.pdf
https://www.blm.gov/press-release/bureau-land-management-colorado-state-office-seeks-public-comment-upcoming
https://www.blm.gov/press-release/blm-evaluating-oil-and-gas-leasing-proposals-covington-county-alabama
https://www.blm.gov/press-release/blm-evaluating-oil-and-gas-leasing-proposals-covington-county-alabama
https://www.blm.gov/press-release/blm-opens-public-comment-period-first-quarter-2022-lease-sale
https://www.blm.gov/press-release/bureau-land-management-nevada-accepting-public-comments-quarter-1-oil-and-gas-lease
https://www.blm.gov/press-release/blm-new-mexico-accepting-comments-oil-and-gas-lease-sale
https://www.blm.gov/press-release/blm-new-mexico-accepting-comments-oil-and-gas-lease-sale
https://www.blm.gov/press-release/blm-utah-conduct-oil-and-gas-ea-comment-period
https://www.blm.gov/press-release/blm-wyoming-proposes-offer-195-parcels-2022-oil-and-gas-lease-sale
https://www.blm.gov/press-release/bureau-land-management-announces-next-steps-new-analyses-upcoming-oil-and-gas-lease
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/11/04/2021-24021/notice-of-competitive-offer-for-solar-energy-development-on-public-lands-in-the-state-of-arizona
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/11/04/2021-24021/notice-of-competitive-offer-for-solar-energy-development-on-public-lands-in-the-state-of-arizona
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/10/27/2021-23011/endangered-and-threatened-wildlife-and-plants-regulations-for-designating-critical-habitat
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/10/27/2021-23214/endangered-and-threatened-wildlife-and-plants-regulations-for-listing-endangered-and-threatened
https://www.ecowatch.com/biden-endangered-species-act-trump-2655380635.html#toggle-gdpr
https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/579728-biden-rallies-nations-to-cut-methane-emissions
https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/579728-biden-rallies-nations-to-cut-methane-emissions
https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/579728-biden-rallies-nations-to-cut-methane-emissions


 

 
                      Governmental Affairs Weekly Report    November 8, 2021                                                                                                 Page 3 
 

natural gas sources, and would require states to 
reduce methane emissions from hundreds of 
thousands of existing sources nationwide for the 
first time.” Read more. Although the EPA has yet to 
formally publish the proposed rule, the agency has 
made their policy goals public with an overview of the 
proposed rule. As reported by Bloomberg 
Government, the “EPA proposed rule stops short of 
imposing an outright ban on routine, intentional 
flaring, when that excess natural gas is burned 
instead. That omission is set to disappoint activists 
who lobbied the EPA to bar flaring, following the lead 
of some states.” The EPA requirements would focus 
“surveillance efforts on the sites and equipment the 
agency says are most likely to have large emissions. 
Under the proposal, well sites with estimated 
emissions of at least 3 tons per year would have to be 
monitored quarterly for leaks, with prompt repairs of 
any that are discovered, according to an EPA official. 
By contrast, well sites estimated to emit fewer than  
3 tons per year could undertake just one survey 
to demonstrate they are free of leaks or 
malfunctions.  Although the EPA predicts its 
approach would focus efforts on the wells 
responsible for the vast majority of leaks and reduce 
41 million tons (37 million metric tons) of methane 
releases from 2023 to 2035, the determination is 
based on agency estimates that scientists and 
activists have widely said underestimate emissions.”  
The EPA is expected to formally publish notice of  
the proposed rule in the coming weeks, opening up 
the process for public comment, and we will keep 
AAPL members informed once they do. This is the 
beginning of a long rulemaking process, and as noted 
by the Independent Petroleum Association of 
America, the “EPA is taking a layered approach over 
the next six months to a year to implement their 
framework.” Read more.  
 
FEDERAL – Judicial 
 
EPA Greenhouse Gas Emissions Rule – U.S. 
Supreme Court. (Update to 4/19/21 Weekly Report) 
On October 29, the U.S. Supreme Court agreed to 
review four consolidated cases regarding the extent 
of the authority of the Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA) to regulate greenhouse gas emissions. 
Although the legal battle “is over regulation of 
electric power generation” the states “that petitioned 
the Supreme Court warned that if a January appeals 
court ruling is allowed to stand, EPA’s authority to 
revamp U.S. buildings and equipment for emission 
control could be unlimited.” We will keep AAPL 
members informed as the case progresses in the 
Supreme Court. Read more. For background, on 
April 5, a three-judge panel of the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit vacated  
a Trump-era rule that limited Environmental 
Protection Agency authority over greenhouse gas 
emissions, and which only allowed future greenhouse 
gas limits on power plants, “sidestepping oversight 
over the oil and gas industry, iron and steel 
manufacturers and other polluting industries.” (See 
“Pollutant-Specific Significant Contribution Finding 
for Greenhouse Gas Emissions From New, Modified, 
and Reconstructed Stationary Sources: Electric 
Utility Generating Units, and Process for Determining 
Significance of Other New Source Performance 
Standards Source Categories”; 86 Fed. Reg. 2542; 
January 13, 2021.) Since EPA calculations showed 
that the oil and gas sector contributed between only 
2.5 percent and 3 percent of U.S. greenhouse gas 
emissions, it was exempt from tougher regulations 
under the Trump rule. However, the Court’s latest 
decision in California v. Environmental Protection 
Agency (Case No. 21-1035) overturned that rule  
and was supported by the Biden administration. In 
response to the decision, an EPA spokesperson said 
that the agency "will follow the science and law in 
accordance with the Biden-Harris Administration’s 
executive orders and other directives in reviewing all 
of the agency’s actions issued under the previous 
Administration to ensure that they protect public 
health and the environment.” Read more.  
 
Royalties; Leasing – Pennsylvania. On September 
21, in Tennant v. Range Resources-Appalachia, LLC 
(Case No. 18-1533), the U.S. District Court for  
the Western District of Pennsylvania addressed 
a claim by mineral owners that Range Resources-
Appalachia, LLC “breached certain oil and gas leases 
between the parties by failing to demonstrate that 

https://www.ogj.com/general-interest/government/article/14213378/epa-unveils-plan-on-controls-of-greenhouse-gases-and-vocs-from-oil-and-gas-upstream
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2021-11/2021-oil-and-gas-proposal.-overview-fact-sheet.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2021-11/2021-oil-and-gas-proposal.-overview-fact-sheet.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/controlling-air-pollution-oil-and-natural-gas-industry/epa-proposes-new-source-performance
https://www.ogj.com/general-interest/government/article/14213288/supreme-court-to-judge-extent-of-epa-authority-over-greenhouse-gases-under-clean-air-act?
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/01/13/2021-00389/pollutant-specific-significant-contribution-finding-for-greenhouse-gas-emissions-from-new-modified
http://blogs.edf.org/climate411/files/2021/04/DC-Cir-SCF-Order-4.5.21.pdf
http://blogs.edf.org/climate411/files/2021/04/DC-Cir-SCF-Order-4.5.21.pdf
https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/546561-court-tosses-trump-rule-limiting-emissions-regulations
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post-production costs deducted from their royalty 
payments resulted in a net increase in the value 
of gas produced under those leases.” The Court 
disagreed, writing that “Given that the plain and 
unambiguous language” of the addendum to the 
leases “does not impose on Defendant a duty to 
demonstrate that post-production costs deducted 
from Plaintiffs’ royalty payments resulted in a net 
increase in the value of the gas produced, it is 
impossible for Defendant to have breached the 
Leases.” In sum, the Court ruled in favor of Range 
Resources-Appalachia, LLC, granting their summary 
judgment motion, and held that “Even if the Court 
were to construe Plaintiffs’ breach of contract claim 
as alleging that Defendant improperly deducted 
post-production costs from their royalty payments, 
Plaintiffs have not met their summary judgment 
burden on such claim.” Read more.  
 
STATE – Legislative    
 
State Public Lands Strategic Plan – Michigan.  
On October 28, a hearing was held for HB 5388, 
introduced on October 13 by Rep. Gary Howell (R). 
The bill would amend existing Department of Natural 
Resources code of the Natural Resources and 
Environmental Protection Act to approve the 
strategic plan entitled, “The Power of Public Lands: 
Your resources. Our commitment. Michigan’s legacy. 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources Public 
Land Strategy 2021-2027.” Read more. 
 
STATE – Regulatory    
 
Emissions Reductions – New Mexico. On October 
25, New Mexico Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham (D) 
pledged that the state would cut all carbon emissions 
from every sector by 2050. Speaking at the New 
Mexico Climate Summit, Lujan Grisham told the 
audience that this goal, “first created via an 
executive order Lujan Grisham signed upon taking 
office in 2019, would be codified into law via 
legislation during the 30-day 2022 session.” The 
emissions reduction goals would apply to every 
sector, including oil and gas production. “We  
are, in fact, leading the country in a number of 

environmental strategies, policies and statutory 
frameworks that are reducing our emissions and 
increasing our reliance on renewable energy,” said 
Lujan Grisham. “I think we should codify that work  
in this next legislative session. If you don’t have 
that framework in statute, it’s too easy to not work 
as diligently.” Lujan Grisham also said states should 
be able to “set stringent methane and other 
emissions standards for oil and gas production  
on federal land within their borders.”  Read more.  
 
STATE – Judicial   
 
Lack of Production; Reversion; Leasing; Deeds; 
Chain of Title – Ohio. On October 19, in Kuster v. 
Ohio Department of Taxation (Case No. 2021-Ohio-
3721), the Court of Appeals of Ohio, Fifth District 
(Licking County), addressed issues surrounding  
title to property, lease terms, and well registration 
with the Ohio Division of Mineral Resources. Here, 
the Court held that “The oil and gas lease was 
dependent upon the production of gas in paying 
quantities. The failure to produce gas in paying 
quantities expressly violated the terms of 
the habendum clause of the lease; therefore, 
the lease terminated by its own terms and the 
leasehold interest reverted back to the owner of 
the fee simple estate.” As to the well registration, the 
property owner-appellant stated that “he ‘believes’ if 
the oil and gas lease expired, David and Mary Kuster 
could not have registered the well and claimed 
ownership of the Well in 2006.” However, the Court 
noted that the “appellant does not include any 
citations to authorities, statutes, or parts of the 
record on which he relies in support of his 
argument.” Read more.  
  
Leasing – Texas. On September 20, in Tier 1 
Resources Partners v. Delaware Basin Resources 
LLC (Case No. 08-20-00060-CV), the Court of 
Appeals of Texas, Eighth District (El Paso), 
addressed an oil and gas dispute that “questions 
whether a group of identical leases automatically 
terminated —as to one section of land —at the end of 
the leases’ primary term.” The Appellants “include 
twelve Appellant-Lessors of mineral interests 

https://scholar.google.com/scholar_case?case=18014570791525128198&hl=en&as_sdt=6&as_vis=1&oi=scholarr
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(szgpawwwsyfdddfk3tvqv2yj))/mileg.aspx?page=GetObject&objectname=2021-HB-5388
https://www.currentargus.com/story/news/local/2021/10/26/new-mexico-eliminate-all-carbon-emissions-2050/6176824001/
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_case?case=4713374758513750313&hl=en&as_sdt=6&as_vis=1&oi=scholarr


 

 
                      Governmental Affairs Weekly Report    November 8, 2021                                                                                                 Page 5 
 

covering two sections of land in Reeves County, 
Texas, and Tier 1 Resources Partners, LLC (Tier 1), 
an unrelated third-party Lessee who entered a group 
of subsequent leases upon termination of the section 
at issue (collectively, Appellants).” The Appellee, 
“Delaware Basin Resources LLC (DBR) is the original 
Lessee of the group of leases at issue.” At trial, the 
court granted summary judgment in favor of DBR. 
In this appeal, the Appellants “challenge the trial 
court’s interpretation of the relevant lease provisions 
and ask this Court to reverse the adverse judgment 
entered against them.” Here, the Court found that 
the lease at issue provides “a clear, precise, and 
unequivocal special limitation that automatically 
terminates the lease if no operations are conducted 
on the covered land during the primary term.” DBR, 
however, argued that the provision “is a standard 
clause providing for automatic termination if the 
property is not developed by the end of the primary 
term. The dispute in this instance centers on whether 
each lease created two separate leases.” The Court 
wrote, “If the document is to be interpreted as two 
separate leases, then one would automatically 
terminate if no operations were conducted on the 
specific parcel covered, even if operations were 
conducted on the other parcel.” The Court disagreed 
with DBR, writing, “First, the beginning of the 
sentence places an explicit limitation on the purpose 
the land may be deemed to contain 1,280 acres, and 
the purpose is for calculating any agreed-upon bonus 
or other payment under the lease. Second, even if 
there was a conflict between Paragraph 11 and this 
part of Paragraph 1, the language in Paragraph 11 
would control as a result of the ‘notwithstanding’ 
clauses at the beginning of Exhibit A and Paragraph 
11.” Further, the Court found it “unambiguous and 
clear that the separate tracts are to be treated as 
being held by separate leases and that each 
provision of the lease document —including the 
special limitation in Paragraph 2 —is to be applied to 
each tract individually.” As such, the Court held that 
two separate leases were established, and reversed 
the trial court ruling in favor of the Appellants.  
Read more.  
 

INDUSTRY NEWS FLASH 
 
 OPEC+ maintains current production plan; 
defies President Biden.  As reported in the Oil & Gas 
Journal last week, in defiance of President Biden’s 
request that OPEC+ nations increase oil production, 
the group has “decided to hold firm on current 
production plans of increasing 400,000 b/d for 
December 2021.” Russian Energy Minister Alexander 
Novak said, “The decision was made previously to 
increase production by 400,000 b/d every month, 
and I underscore every month, until the end of 2022. 
Today the decision was reiterated to maintain 
current parameters which were decided on earlier.” 
Read more.   
 
 Permian Basin oil production continues 
growth.  According to the U.S. Energy Information 
Administration’s October 18 drilling productivity 
report, oil production in the Permian Basin is 
forecast to grow to 4.888 million b/d in November 
from 4.826 million b/d in October. Additionally, the 
count of drilled but uncompleted wells continues to 
decline. Read more.  
 
 ExxonMobil supports methane emissions 
reduction initiative.  As reported by Rigzone on 
October 27, ExxonMobil has announced its support 
of an initiative to reduce methane emissions by 30 
percent below 2020 levels by 2030. The company 
said it “was committed to working with the U.S. 
government, the European Commission, and other 
governments to help achieve the objectives of the 
[Global Methane] Pledge.” Read more. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://scholar.google.com/scholar_case?case=2443069189131778681&hl=en&as_sdt=6&as_vis=1&oi=scholarr
https://www.ogj.com/general-interest/economics-markets/article/14213478/opec-holds-firm-on-current-oil-production-plan?
https://www.eia.gov/petroleum/drilling/
https://www.eia.gov/petroleum/drilling/
https://www.eia.gov/petroleum/drilling/
https://pboilandgasmagazine.com/oil-production-in-permian-forecast-for-4-888-million-b-d-in-november/
https://www.rigzone.com/news/exxon_supports_global_methane_reduction_pledge-27-oct-2021-166836-article/
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LEGISLATIVE SESSION OVERVIEW 
 
States in Session 

 

 

 

 

 

Session Notes: Massachusetts, Michigan, North 
Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin are in 
regular session. The U.S. Congress is also in session. 

The following legislatures are in recess until the 
dates provided: Indiana and New Jersey (TBD) and 
Idaho House (call of the speaker). 

Special Session Notes: Georgia Republican Gov. 
Brian Kemp called the legislature into a special 
session on November 3 to begin the redistricting 
process, reports the Atlanta-Journal Constitution. 
South Dakota lawmakers are scheduled to convene 
for a special session on November 9 to consider 
Attorney General Jason Ravnsborg’s impeachment, 
reports The Grand Forks Herald. Florida Republican 
Gov. Ron DeSantis issued a proclamation calling the 
legislature into a special session from November 15 to 
November 19, reports News4Jax. The purpose of the 
special session is to fight federal COVID vaccination 
mandates. Oklahoma Republican Gov. Kevin Stitt is 
scheduled to call the legislature into a special session 
on November 15 to address redistricting issues 
caused by the U.S. Census Bureau’s delayed release 
of 2020 census data, reports Tulsa World. The 
Tennessee legislature adjourned their second special 
session on October 30 after passing sweeping 
legislation to curb COVID restrictions, reports 
Chalkbeat Tennessee. Alaska adjourned their fourth 
special session on November 2 without agreeing on 
Republican Gov. Mike Dunleavy’s Permanent Fund 
Dividend formula or a long term budget plan, reports 
KTOO. Alabama lawmakers adjourned their special 

session on November 4 after approving new voting 
district maps and appropriating another $80 million of 
federal pandemic relief funds, reports AL.com. At the 
end of the special session, two bills were also passed 
relating to fighting COVID vaccine mandates. SB 15 
requires parental consent for minors to receive a 
COVID-19 vaccination and SB 9 requires employers or 
contractors to allow medical or religious exemptions 
from the vaccine, reports Alabama News Network. 
Wyoming lawmakers adjourned a seven-day special 
session on November 4, reports the Wyoming Tribune 
Eagle. One bill, HB 1002, that emerged from the 
session appropriates $4 million to the governor’s 
office for future litigation related to fighting the federal 
COVID-19 vaccine mandate. The bill also features 
a resolution stating Wyoming’s right to defy the 
mandate as well as providing legal standing to do so. 
Wyoming is part of a 10-state coalition suing to block 
the federal vaccine mandate as it relates to federal 
contractors and federally contracted employees. 

Signing Deadlines (by date): Alaska Republican 
Gov. Mike Dunleavy has 20 days after delivery, 
Sundays excepted, to sign or veto legislation or it 
becomes law without signature. Illinois Democratic 
Gov. J.B. Pritzker has 60 days from presentment to 
sign or veto legislation or it becomes law without 
signature. Maine Democratic Gov. Janet Mills must 
act on legislation presented within 10 days of 
adjournment or it becomes law unless returned within 
three days after the next meeting of the same 
legislature. Nebraska Republican Gov. Pete Ricketts 
has five days from presentment to sign or veto 
legislation, Sundays excepted, or it becomes law 
without signature. New Hampshire Republican Gov. 
Chris Sununu has five days from presentment, 
Sundays excepted, to sign or veto legislation or it is 
pocket vetoed. New Jersey Democratic Gov. Phil 
Murphy has 45 days from presentment to act on 
legislation or it becomes law without signature. 

The following states are currently holding 2022 interim 
committee hearings: Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, 
Arkansas, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Florida 
House, Georgia, Hawaii, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, 
Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, 

https://www.ajc.com/politics/kemp-calls-special-session-to-redraw-georgias-political-maps/KHTZEBR2W5CMPOZVC3JJFV26OY/
https://www.grandforksherald.com/news/government-and-politics/7213921-South-Dakota-lawmakers-set-Nov.-9-for-special-session-to-consider-attorney-generals-impeachment
https://www.news4jax.com/news/florida/2021/10/29/desantis-calls-special-session-on-vaccine-mandates/
https://tulsaworld.com/news/local/stitt-sets-redistricting-special-session-for-nov-15/article_35ea9f92-1d7a-11ec-9f82-6b9d4e9a01a9.html
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/default.aspx?BillNumber=SB9014&GA=112
https://tn.chalkbeat.org/2021/10/30/22753892/school-mask-mandates-tennessee-legislature-special-session-covid
https://www.ktoo.org/2021/11/03/fourth-special-session-ends-quietly-for-alaska-legislature/
https://www.al.com/news/2021/11/alabama-senate-rejects-plan-for-new-swing-congressional-district.html
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/ALISON/SearchableInstruments/2021SS/PrintFiles/SB15-enr.pdf
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/ALISON/SearchableInstruments/2021SS/PrintFiles/SB9-enr.pdf
https://www.alabamanews.net/2021/11/04/alabama-legislators-pass-vaccine-mandate-exemptions-at-close-of-special-session/
https://www.wyomingnews.com/laramieboomerang/news/one-bill-emerges-from-special-session/article_bd4bc382-ef6f-55c7-8b99-20de7b5e37ac.html
https://www.wyomingnews.com/laramieboomerang/news/one-bill-emerges-from-special-session/article_bd4bc382-ef6f-55c7-8b99-20de7b5e37ac.html
https://wyoleg.gov/Legislation/2020/HB1002?specialSessionValue=1
http://www.legislature.state.al.us/aliswww/ISD/InterimMeetings.aspx
http://akleg.gov/index.php#tab2
https://www.azleg.gov/interim-committee-agendas/
https://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/Calendars/Meetings?listview=month
http://leg.colorado.gov/interim-schedule
https://www.cga.ct.gov/calendarofevents.asp
https://legis.delaware.gov/
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/HouseSchedule/houseschedule.aspx
https://www.legis.ga.gov/schedule/all
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/upcominghearingsfiltered.aspx
https://legislature.idaho.gov/calendar/
https://www.ilga.gov/house/schedules/hearings.asp?Scheduled=M
http://iga.in.gov/documents/242eba6c
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/committees/meetings/meetingsListChamber?chamber=S&reqType=S%2CSUB%2CA%2CI%2C&chamberID=S&committeeTypeStanding=on&committeeTypeSub=on&bDate=06%2F09%2F2021&eDate=08%2F31%2F2021&committeeTypeApprop=on&committeeTypeInterim=on
http://www.kslegislature.org/li/documents/interim_schedule.pdf
https://legislature.ky.gov/Documents/Current%20Interim%20Calendar.pdf
http://www.legis.la.gov/legis/ByCmte.aspx
http://legislature.maine.gov/Calendar/#Weekly
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Meetings/Month/06222021
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Minnesota, Mississippi House and Senate, Missouri 
House and Senate, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New 
Hampshire House and Senate, New Mexico, North 
Dakota, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Carolina House 
and Senate, South Dakota, Tennessee, Utah, 
Vermont, Virginia, Washington, West Virginia, 
and Wyoming. 

The following states are currently posting 2022 
bill drafts, pre-files, and interim studies: Alabama, 
Arkansas, Florida, Iowa, Kentucky, New Hampshire, 
Oklahoma, Tennessee, and Utah.  

 

This report is provided exclusively for AAPL members. If you  
have received this report as a non-member, please contact  
AAPL member services to learn more about joining AAPL. 
For more information, email membership@landman.org or 
call us at: 817-847-7700. 
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and any cited outside source is derived solely from material published by its 
author for public use. Any copyrighted material remains the property of its 
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https://www.leg.mn.gov/cal?type=all
http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/htms/h_sched.htm
http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/htms/s_sched.htm
https://www.house.mo.gov/AllHearings.aspx
https://www.senate.mo.gov/hearingsschedule/hrings.htm
http://sg001-harmony.sliq.net/00309/Harmony/en
https://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/calendar/hearings.php?day=interim
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/InterimCommittee/REL/Interim2021/Meetings
http://gencourt.state.nh.us/house/schedule/dailyschedule.aspx
http://gencourt.state.nh.us/senate/schedule/dailyschedule.aspx
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Agendas/StateLegislativeCalendar.pdf
https://www.legis.nd.gov/events
https://www.legis.nd.gov/events
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/LIZ/Committees/Meeting/List
http://status.rilin.state.ri.us/legislative_committee_calendar.aspx
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/meetings.php?chamber=H
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/meetings.php?chamber=S
https://sdlegislature.gov/Interim/Schedule
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/schedule/WeeklyView.aspx
https://le.utah.gov/asp/interim/Cal.asp
https://legislature.vermont.gov/committee/meetings/2022
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?211+oth+MTG
https://app.leg.wa.gov/committeeschedules#//0/09-13-2021/09-30-2021/Schedule///Bill/
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/committees/interims/intcomsched.cfm
https://wyoleg.gov/Calendar/20210601/Meeting
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/Alison/SessPrefiledBills.aspx
https://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/Calendars/Meetings?listview=month
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bills/2022?chamber=both&searchOnlyCurrentVersion=True&isIncludeAmendments=False&isFirstReference=True&citationType=FL%20Statutes&pageNumber=1
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/billTracking/billRequests
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/22rs/prefiled/prefiled_bills.html
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/lsr_search/LSR_Results.aspx
https://www.okhouse.gov/Committees/ShowInterimStudies.aspx
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/indexes/
https://le.utah.gov/asp/billsintro/SubResults.asp?Listbox4=ALL
mailto:membership@landman.org
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