
 

 

 

 

 

 

ELI KIEFABER is a founding partner of Kiefaber & Oliva LLP. Eli focuses his practice on 

mineral title issues, oil and gas transactions and litigation, real estate matters and business 

litigation. His practice includes title opinions, division order opinions, joint operating 

agreements, acquisition and divestiture of oil and gas assets, federal leases, pooling and 

unitization, environmental and regulatory matters, and energy and environmental litigation, 

including the Clean Air Act and the Endangered Species Act. 

 

Eli has an extensive background in oil and gas matters and business litigation. He has prepared 

hundreds of title opinions, including drilling title opinions, division order opinions, supplemental 

title opinions and acquisition title opinions. Eli’s experience also extends to complex business 

litigation where he has represented Fortune 500 companies in environmental litigation, real 

property disputes, breach of contract matters and a variety of other business disputes in state and 

federal courts. 

 

He is also a regular speaker on issues relating to the development of unconventional shale plays 

and has given presentations regarding legal issues of oil and gas development in Texas, Ohio, 

Colorado and other shale play states. He is also active in the oil and gas community and an active 

member of the American Association of Petroleum Landmen, Houston Association of Petroleum 

Landmen, the North Houston Association of Petroleum Landmen, the Institute for Energy Law, 

the Houston Bar Association – Oil and Gas Section, and the State Bar of Texas – Oil and Gas 

Section. Eli is also a member of The College of the State Bar of Texas. 

 

Eli earned his B.A from Kenyon College and his J.D., with honors, from Marquette University 

Law School. Eli is licensed to practice law in Texas, Ohio and Colorado. He is also admitted to 

practice before the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of Texas, U.S. District Court for 

the Southern District of Ohio, U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Wisconsin, the U.S. 

Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit and the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit. 
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ADMISSIONS 

Ohio 

Colorado 

Oklahoma 

Texas 

U.S. District Court Southern District of Texas 

U.S. District Court Southern District of Ohio 

U.S. District Court Eastern District of Wisconsin 

U.S. Court of Appeals 4th Circuit 

U.S. Court of Appeals 6th Circuit 

 

EDUCATION                                  

J.D., cum laude, Marquette University Law School 

B.A., Kenyon College 

 

RECENT SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS (CONFERENCES/FULL-DAY SEMINARS)                   

Co-presenter, “Held by Production and Royalty Issues,” AAPL Education Event, Online (August 

11, 2020; May 29, 2020) 

 

Co-presenter, “Held by Production and Royalty Issues,” AAPL Education Event, Casper, WY 

(May 2, 2019), Charleston, WV (March 7, 2019), San Antonio, TX (February 8, 2019) 

 

Presenter, “Ethics Presentation,” TAPL Spring Education Seminar, Tulsa Oklahoma (April 25, 

2019) 

 

Presenter, “Production in Paying Quantities - Maintaining Leases Beyond the Primary Term,” 

Permian Basin Landmen's Association Spring Education Seminar (April 17, 2019) 

 

Presenter, “Introduction to Federal Leasing” and “Landman’s Guide to Surface and Subsurface 

Issues,” 33rd Annual NALTA Conference, Orlando, FL (September 19-21, 2018) 

 

Presenter, “Title Evaluation & Calculating Interests for Allocation Wells,” 49th Annual HAPL 

Technical Workshop, Houston, TX (April 24, 2018) 

 

Presenter, “Ethics and Land,” Permian Association of Lease and Title Analysts Seminar, 

Midland, TX (April 4, 2018) 

 

Co-presenter, “Held by Production and Royalty Issues,” AAPL Education Event, Oklahoma 

City, OK (June 5, 2018), Moon Township, PA (February 22, 2018) 
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PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS                          

Institute for Energy Law, Advisory Board 

Ohio State Bar Association 

Houston Bar Association, Oil, Gas and Mineral Law Section 

Houston Association of Petroleum Landmen 

North Houston Association of Petroleum Landmen 

American Association of Petroleum Landmen 

College of the State Bar of Texas 

Woodlands Bar Association 

Colorado Bar Association 

Denver Bar Association 

 

PRO BONO ACTIVITIES 

Boy Scouts of America, District Committee 


